
 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main 
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, 
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and 
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets 
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and 
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested 
€1.4 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and 
became Industry leader of Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019. 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

Leonardo’s M-40 target drone used to prove latest Mistral missiles 
 

 A number of M-40 drones simulating enemy aircraft were flown by Leonardo, enabling 
the realistic demonstration of MBDA’s latest Mistral missile 
 

 The M-40 can mimic a variety of threats ranging from missiles to aircraft, allowing 
manufacturers and operators to test and train in operationally-accurate conditions 

 

 Leonardo’s target drones have been employed by international Armed Forces for more 
than 20 years. The M-40 continues that proud tradition by offering medium-to-high 
performance at a very competitive price 
 

Rome, 24 December 2019 - Leonardo has concluded a series of flights with its M-40 target 

drone as part of a trials campaign in Italy. This saw the drones simulating modern airborne threats, 

allowing for the realistic demonstration of MBDA’s latest surface-to-air Mistral missile.  

 

The M-40 is Leonardo’s latest entry in its Mirach target drone family and is able to mimic a 

variety of aircraft and missiles, including radar, infrared (IR) and visual threats. During the Mistral 

demonstration, the M-40 simulated enemy airborne platforms for the missile to target. 

 

15 international delegations witnessed the trials, the centerpiece of which was the live firing of 

a Mistral missile at an M-40 drone. The missile intercepted the target, proving its capabilities and 

allowing MBDA to collect valuable data on the missile’s performance. In total, the M-40 drones 

carried out 6 flights between October the 28th and November the 6th.  

 

A fleet of M-40 drones is in-service with the Italian Armed Forces, with Leonardo operating the 

targets on behalf of the Armed Forces on a managed service basis, providing trained crew and all 

necessary support. Other nations, including some of those attending the trial, have registered 

interest in a similar service model and the M-40 is also available for purchase as a standalone 

product.  

 

Leonardo offers the M-40 alongside its Mirach 100/5 target drone, which has been used for 

over 20 years by a range of Armed Forces: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 

Spain, UK, Algeria, Argentina and Israel have all used Mirach family drones to train. Today, that 

experience, coupled with modern technology, has allowed Leonardo to develop the M-40, which 

delivers medium-to-high performance at a price comparable with competitors’ entry-level drones. It 

is inexpensive to fly and offers 60 minutes of endurance, making it a cost-effective option for a 

wide range of training and proving requirements. Meanwhile, the Company continues to offer the 

twin-engine Mirach 100/5 for occasions when customers need to simulate the highest-performance 

threat systems.  


