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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

March 16th, 2022 – Communication N.2 – Aircraft Accident – Colico (Como), Northern Italy 

 

Leonardo clarifies that, taking into account the current status of the relevant investigation, any theory 
on the possible causes is premature.  
The aircraft involved in the accident was an M-346 flown by a crew of two made of a Leonardo test 
pilot and an outsourced instructor pilot.  
Unfortunately, the instructor pilot, who belonged to an external company, died in the accident.  
The aircraft took to the air from Leonardo’s Venegono Superiore site (Varese – Italy) at 11:00AM 
following the technical checks prior to flight authorization, completed shortly ahead of take-off and 
performed in full compliance with the inspection plan authorized by the relevant aviation authorities.   
The flight plan included trials aimed at demonstrating specific capabilities which had already been 
tested during several flights already carried out in the past.  
At 11:35AM, any contact with the aircraft was lost. Thanks to the prompt responsiveness of the rescue 
teams, the aircraft wreckage was identified nearby Colico (Monte Legnone), between Como and Lecco 
in the Northern Italy. Leonardo’s Top Management express their most heartfelt condolences for the 
loss of the pilot. Their deepest sympathies are with his family.   
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Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2020 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €13.4 
billion and invested €1.6 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 and has 
been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2021. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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